The relationship between the amount of water vapor supplied for observing hygroscopic process of potassium halides and changes in the surface area of their powders has been studied. -The values of water vapor pressure at which the surface area of the sample powders began to change were determined to be 50 and 40% rH for KBr and KI, respectively. The adsorption isotherms obtained about the concerned salts showed that the water molecules were adsorbed in four or five layers at the respective vapor pressure.
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It is considered that such amount of water absorbed is necessary for the dissolution of the salt. Then, we prepared C2j in the following way.
After ethyl trans-a-cyano-8-mesityl acrylate C3) had been prepared by Cope-Knoevenagel condensation from 2,4,6-trimethylaldehyde, [2j was prepared by methylation of [3) with diazomethane.
Spectral data of C1) and (2) are shown.
